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This week in the Legislature...
With only three weeks left in the regular session, things at the Capitol are at a breakneck pace.
We have a lot of deadlines coming up, so I wanted to take the time to lay them all out and explain
their effects on legislation.
Today (Monday) is the last day House committees can vote on bills that originated in the House. If
a House bill hasn't made it out of committee today, it will not be placed on a general calendar*,
and it no longer has a chance of being passed out of the House.
Thursday is the last day for the House to hear the second readings of bills on the General
Calendar. Every bill has to be read three times, and the second reading is when most of the
debate occurs and amendments are proposed. If a House bill hasn't been read for a second time
and voted on by Thursday at midnight, it can no longer be voted out of the House.
All of these deadlines mean that the calendars for each day this week are likely to be over 100
bills long. It also means that we aren't likely to get to every bill on the calendar, because if we
don't finish all of the bills on one day, they get pushed off to the next day, and the calendar gets
backlogged. Because of this, there may be many bills on the general calendar that will die when
the clock runs out on Thursday
The regular legislative session doesn't actually end until June 1, but these House deadlines are in
place so that we can spend the next two weeks voting on Senate bills. This is to ensure that bills
are heard in both chambers, so that they can be sent to the Governor to be signed into law. For a
bill to become law, it has to pass both the House and Senate, so the chambers spend the last two
weeks of session focusing on each other's bills.
As you can tell, this week is going to be a bit of a madhouse as everyone rushes to get their
legislation passed. Next week, after the dust has settled, we'll let you know how it all turned out.
It is an honor to serve as your State Representative.
May God bless you and your family,

James B. Frank

* There are two calendars in the Texas House. The Local & Consent Calendar is used for bills
that either only affect a local area or are noncontroversial. The General Calendar is home to all
other bills.
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Legislation - An Update on Where Things Stand
HB 3298 by Rep. Larson
I was proud to be a joint author of this bill, which directs the Texas Water Development Board to
conduct a study to evaluate how to improve water transfers in the state and the possibility of
establishing a water grid, including a network of pipelines, pumping stations, and reservoirs to
convey water between river basins and water sources. It was voted out of the House and sent
over to the Senate on May 8th.
HJR 79 by Rep. Workman
The Texas House sent a strong message of fiscal responsibility to the federal government last
week by passing HJR 79. This is a resolution calling for a Constitutional Convention under Article
V of the US Constitution to adopt a balanced budget amendment. Texas will be number 27 of the
necessary 34 states to pass such a resolution.
HB 20 by Rep. Simmons
HB 20 passed a week and a half ago and seeks to provide a framework to ensure that funds for
transportation are handled in an objective and transparent manner with accountability for every
dollar spent. It does this by:
requiring TxDot to develop and implement, and the Commission to approve, a
performance-based planning and programming process to provide the legislature with
indicators that quantify and qualify progress toward attaining department goals and
objectives.
requiring TxDOT to develop and implement performance metrics and measurements as
part of the review of strategic planning in transportation plans, the evaluation of decisionmaking on projects selected for funding in the Unified Transportation Program, and the
evaluation of project delivery.
requiring all local transportation entities and department districts to develop, adopt, and
submit guidelines governing the funding prioritization of the entities' transportation projects.
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requiring TxDOT to establish and the Commission to approve a performance- based
process for setting category funding levels in the Unified Transportation Program.
requiring TxDOT to establish a scoring system for prioritization of projects seeking state
funding.

Honorary Committee Member
The Defense and Veteran's Affairs
Committee was honored to have Rowan
Windham as an honorary committee
member last week. Rowan is an 8-year-old
boy who suffers from SchwachmannDiamond syndrome whose dream is to be a
soldier. After being enlisted as an honorary
soldier into the Texas Army National Guard,
he visited the Capitol and served as a
member of our committee for the day. It was
an honor to work with such a brave young
man.

Meetings This Week
It is an honor to have constituents make the 300-mile trip to Austin to participate in their
government. Please let us know if you would like to visit us here at the Capitol.
Wichita Falls Young Engineers
A group of young engineers from Wichita
Falls that work for the Texas Department of
Transportation were in town for some
TxDOT meetings, and I was able to meet
with them for a few minutes outside of the
House Chamber. We discussed
transportation and how things are back
home in Wichita Falls.

Rain in the District
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Follow me on Facebook and Twitter!
If you have not done so already, please find me on Facebook and
Twitter.
Please also feel free to visit my Texas House of Representatives
website at http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?
district=69.
It is an honor to serve as your State Representative. As the session
progresses, I look forward to hearing your input on proposed legislation.

Note: Please forward this email to individuals interested in receiving updates from Representative
James Frank. If you, or someone you know, would like to receive these updates, please email
District69.Frank@house.state.tx.us.
To be removed from this list, please reply with the subject line "Remove."
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