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This week in the Legislature...
 
I hear the phrase "we shouldn't tie the hands of future legislators" anytime we look at structural
improvements to the way we govern the state.  While I have no doubt about the good intentions
of the men and women who tell me this, I also have no doubt that the Texas Constitution and all
of human history makes it remarkably clear that constraining the behavior of politicians is so
important that I would rather tie the hands of those in power too tightly than not tightly enough.  
 
Let's look at a few ways that our state's constitution has limited the power of legislators.  The
constitution limits the Legislature to meeting 140 days every two years, restricts our government
spending growth to the rate of growth in personal income across the state, and severely restricts
our ability to borrow.  Finally, when we are forced to balance the budget, have it certified by a
separate state-wide elected official and not allowed to leave Austin under threat of DPS restraint
until that budget is passed, our hands are quite literally tied.
 
It is the restrictions on the behaviors of our elected state officials that have been instrumental in
making sure Texas remains a limited-government economic powerhouse.  To find a legislative
body which doesn't have its hands tied tightly enough, you need look no further than the United
States Congress.  Congress constantly says yes to adding and expanding program after program
without ever collecting the taxes to pay for them.  They can do this because their hands are not
tied on the use of debt. As a result, our federal government is over $18,000,000,000,000 in debt.
I am glad that Texas has not embraced that model.
 
There are a number of good structural changes that I hope will pass this session that will improve
upon Texas' tradition of relatively limited, efficient government. Burkett's HB21 would require 90
votes to bust the constitutional spending cap (versus the current 76).  My own HB 1592 would
require our budget writers to use the same consistent accounting rules that the government
requires publically traded companies to use.  A trio of bills by Chairman Otto and Chairman
Darby (HB 6, HB 7, and HJR 111) would end the deceptive practice of using dedicated funds to
certify the budget within a decade.  While these and other bills tie our hands, those restrictions
just provide the intelligent guardrails for current and future legislators.   
 

__________________________________________________________
 

The upcoming week should be a good week as some of the best bills of session are coming to
the floor, including 2 separate tax cut bills.
 
I hope everyone stayed safe during the inclement weather today and was able to enjoy a bit of
much needed rain. As always, if you have any questions or concerns as the session progresses,
feel free to contact our Capitol office at (512) 463-0534. 
 
It is an honor to serve as your State Representative. 
 
May God bless you and your family,



6/20/2018 Legislative Update from Representative James Frank

https://ui.constantcontact.com/visualeditor/visual_editor_preview.jsp?agent.uid=1120880379064&format=html&print=true 2/3

 
James B. Frank

  

Legislation - An Update on Where Things Stand
 
Our Legislation
 
HB 1042 Passed
 
HB 1042, which designates the Lake Ringgold site as a
unique reservoir, successfully passed the House in the Local
and Consent calendar on Thursday. It has now been sent to
the Senate, where it will also need to be passed before
appearing before the governor to be signed.
 
Bill Layouts in Committees
 
HB 1268 Childcare for foster care providers
 
Currently, foster care providers can only be reimbursed for childcare if they work full time. This bill
would allow them to be reimbursed regardless of the number of hours they work, allowing foster
care providers who work part-time to also be reimbursed for any childcare services they need.
 
HB 2655 Kinship Care Study
 
"Kinship care" refers to the relative and other designated caregiver placement program within the
state's foster care system that is designed to keep children in familial relationships. Research has
shown that having a familial relationship with the caregiver results in better outcomes for the
foster child. This bill would direct the Department of Family and Protective Services to study the
current Kinship care program and make recommendations on how to improve the program to
make it more efficient and better for the children.
 
HB 2805 Interbasin Transfers
 
This bill would suspend the junior water rights provision, which imposes restrictions on
transferring water between river basins. It would only apply to the City of Wichita Falls and
negotiations taking place with water districts in the Trinity Basin (specifically, Tarrant Regional
Water District). Effectively, it would expand the watershed of both regions to ensure against times
of water scarcity. This is essentially a local bill aimed at providing a tool for the City of Wichita
Falls to use to get water.
 
Notable Legislation
 
HB 1690 Public Integrity Unit Move
 
The House passed HB 1690, which removes public corruption cases from Travis County's Public
Integrity Unit. This only applies to corruption allegations against elected or appointed state
officials, who would now be investigated by the Texas Rangers and prosecuted in the official's
home county. I would note that it is next to impossible to get an impartial trail in Travis county (not
that I'm planning on having one). 

  

 
Meetings This Week
 
We didn't have many people from the district stop by this week. As the session gets more hectic,
I am out of the office more and more, either on the floor or in committee, so visiting is getting
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slower. Of course, if you want to or find yourself in Austin, feel free to stop by, and we will be
happy to make time for you. 

 
 
Follow me on Facebook and Twitter!  
 
If you have not done so already, please find me on Facebook and
Twitter.
 
Please also feel free to visit my Texas House of Representatives
website at http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?
district=69.
 
It is an honor to serve as your State Representative.  As the session
progresses, I look forward to hearing your input on proposed legislation.
 

Note:  Please forward this email to individuals interested in receiving updates from Representative
James Frank.  If you, or someone you know, would like to receive these updates, please email
District69.Frank@house.state.tx.us.   

 To be removed from this list, please reply with the subject line "Remove."    
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