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This week in the Legislature...
 
 
We are down to one week of session to go, and things are moving at a frantic pace.  While the
vast majority of the major issues coming into session have now been agreed to between the
House, the Senate and the Governor, there are still many bills on their final push to become law.
Bills that aren't passed by June 1st must wait almost 2 full years before they have another chance
to become law.
 
This past week saw some of the best legislative movement of the year, as both the budget and
the tax relief packages were agreed to and quality bills were passed, including one that ensures
the protection of pastors.  We've outlined the budget and tax relief details below, along with
summaries of some of the bills that were passed in the past week.
 
I hope that everyone has been and continues to be safe during the severe weather we've seen
across the state and especially back home.  I am amazed at how quickly our drought was ended
throughout the district.  
 
Last, but certainly not least, I hope all of you will have a tremendous, but reflective, Memorial
Day.  I was reminded by a military friend of mine that while he and others serving in the military
are due respect and honor every day of year, Memorial Day is specifically set aside for those
brave few who have purchased our freedom with their lives.  Let us never forget their sacrifices or
allow their sacrifices to be in vain.
 
It is an honor to serve as your State Representative.  

  
May God bless you and your family,

 
James B. Frank

  

Legislation - An Update on Where Things Stand
 

The Budget & the Tax Relief Package
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The budget conference committee has agreed upon a well-crafted budget that no one is going to
be completely satisfied with, but is in line with the priorities of the state. From a fiscally
conservative viewpoint, it is a substantial improvement from last session, as the conference
committee budget in 2013 was dramatically bigger than either chamber's budget. Highlights of
this budget include:

$1.5 billion new funding for public education beyond what's required to cover enrollment
growth
$800 million for border security operations
Another $1 billion has been moved away from the dedicated funds gimmick
Transportation funding will no longer rely on debt

The House and the Senate have also worked out an agreement between the two different tax
relief packages, and those bills have been passed. The agreed upon tax relief package includes:

A huge, 25% across-the-board franchise tax reduction
A property tax reduction in the form of an increase in the homestead exemption from
$15,000 to $25,000

These two plans will provide tax relief for millions of Texans and do so without the need to bust
the constitutional spending cap.
 
Notable Legislation
 
SB 2065 Pastor Protection Bill
 
The House unanimously passed SB 2065, which provides legal protection to pastors and clergy.
It reaffirms their right to not conduct or participate in marriage ceremonies that would violate their
religious beliefs, protecting them from litigation.
 
SB 125 Body Cameras
 
The House passed SB 125, which would allow law enforcement agencies to apply for grants from
a statewide grant program to equip officers with body cameras.  The agencies will have to come
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up with guidelines for the use of the body cameras and match 25 percent of any grant they
receive. 

Water by the Numbers

Voices of Veterans
 
The Texas General Land Office's Voices of Veterans Oral History Program is honoring our
veterans and military members with a special video project. If you would like to be a part of this
project, visit Voices of Veterans to submit a short video of yourself describing what freedom
means to you. 

 
Follow me on Facebook and Twitter!  
 
If you have not done so already, please find me on Facebook and
Twitter.
 
Please also feel free to visit my Texas House of Representatives
website at http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?
district=69.
 
It is an honor to serve as your State Representative.  As the session
progresses, I look forward to hearing your input on proposed legislation.
 

Note:  Please forward this email to individuals interested in receiving updates from Representative
James Frank.  If you, or someone you know, would like to receive these updates, please email
District69.Frank@house.state.tx.us.   

 To be removed from this list, please reply with the subject line "Remove."    
 

STAY CONNECTED

http://www.voicesofveterans.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/James-Frank/132919866805755?fref=ts
https://twitter.com/RepJamesFrank
http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?district=69
mailto:District69.Frank@house.state.tx.us
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