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This week in the Legislature...
 
As today is officially the last day of the 84th Texas Legislative Session, I want to share with you
several big picture  thoughts about my just completed second session in the Texas Legislature. 
While everyone will have different opinions on this, I feel that this was a fairly successful
legislative session (though often that depends on whether you are focused on the things that
were done or on the things left undone).  
 
The budget ended up being a very solid one this year.  While the growth in the budget was close
to the same as last year's budget, the priorities paid for in this budget were much more in line with
the desires of the people of the State of Texas.  The budget stayed well under the Constitutional
spending limit, and we were able to approve significant tax cuts for both businesses and
homeowners and give additional funding to priority state agencies.  Perhaps the best indication of
the improvement in the budget is the final budget votes in the house; 30 Republicans vote against
it last year, while only 1 voted against it this year.  By contrast, only 1 Democrat member voted
against the budget last year, compared to 32 this year.
 
The Legislature also acted on a number of other issues this year that I thought were very
important, including end-of-life issues, judicial bypass rules for abortions, transportation funding,
and a number of modest decreases in educational testing requirements.  We have updated you
on many of these during the session but will also be recapping them during the next couple of
weeks.
 
Perhaps the biggest disappointment of the session for me, personally, was our inability to get
traction to discuss a real state water plan.  The VERY good news is that God has seen fit to give
us a reprieve from the drought that should allow us another couple of sessions before this must
be addressed.  It's important to remember that we live in Texas and will no doubt face drought
conditions in the state again soon.  It is my sincere desire that we will be able to make this a
matter of significant work before the next legislative session begins in 2017.
 
I would like to close with 2 final thoughts:
 
1) End of Session Wrap Up - Please let me know if you would like me to come speak to your
group to discuss this legislative session.  You can call my district office at (940)767-1700 or email
my Chief of Staff at jim.johnson@house.state.tx.us to schedule one.
 
2) Thank You - There are many people who sent in their opinions about legislation during the past
140 days.  It is truly a gift to know what people in the district are thinking about issues.  Thanks
for sharing your opinions with me and my staff.
 
It is an honor to serve as your State Representative.
 
May God bless you and your family,
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James B. Frank

  

 

 
 

Legislation - An Update on Where Things Stand
 
Our Legislation
 
Senate passes HB 2655
 
HB 2655, a bill I authored to direct the Department of Family and Protective Services to study the
current kinship care program and make recommendations to the Legislature for its improvement,
passed out of the Senate this week thanks to efforts by Sen. Estes and his staff. Now it just needs
to be signed by Gov. Abbott to become law.
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Notable Legislation
 
HB 1 The Budget
 
The House approved the conference committee report on HB 1 that we summarized for you last
week and passed the budget on Friday, as did the Senate. With that, we passed the one bill that
we're required to pass during session.
 
SB 1 & HB 32 Tax Cuts
 
We also passed the final version of the tax cut bills, which we outlined for you last week. These
bills give a 25% franchise tax reduction and an increase in the property tax homestead exemption
from $15,000 to $25,000. Combined, this is a $3.8 billion tax cut, and I'm glad we were able to
provide tax relief this session.
 
SB 206 Department of Family and Protective Services Sunset Bill
 
Every few years, agencies have to go through a sunset process in which the Legislature has to
decide to continue the agency and make various changes and improvement. DFPS was set to be
abolished in September unless we passed this bill, which we did this week. This bill improves the
DFPS in many ways, including requiring the department to develop a long-range foster care
redesign implementation plan and a comprehensive strategic plan for its abuse prevention and
early intervention programs. It also eliminates burdensome statutory language in order to make
the department operate more efficiently and allow Child Protective Services to more effectively do
its job.
 
SB 11 Campus Carry
 
After the Senate requested a conference committee to consolidate the differences in the House
and Senate's versions of the campus carry bill, it was passed by both chambers over the
weekend. The final version of the bill includes language that allows university presidents to set
rules about where concealed carry is allowed on campus.
 
HB 910 Open Carry
 
After the House called for a conference committee on HB 910 and the committee took out an
amendment added by the senate, both chambers finally passed HB 910. This bill permits those
with concealed handgun licenses to carry their firearms openly. 

 
Meetings This Week
 
It is an honor to have constituents make the 300-mile trip to Austin to participate in their
government. Please let us know if you would like to visit us here at the Capitol.
 
 
 
 
 
Washington Jackson Academy students
 
A group of middle school students from Washington
Jackson Academy stopped by to tour the Capitol as
part of their Road to College program. We had some
time to talk, and I'm glad I was able to visit with such
bright, young scholars.
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Holliday High School students
 
 
A group of students from Holliday High School were
also in town this week. They were in Austin for the
UIL academic competition and took some time to visit
the Capitol. I enjoyed the opportunity to discuss state
government with them.
 
 

 
Follow me on Facebook and Twitter!  
 
If you have not done so already, please find me on Facebook and
Twitter.
 
Please also feel free to visit my Texas House of Representatives
website at http://www.house.state.tx.us/members/member-page/?
district=69.
 
It is an honor to serve as your State Representative.  As the session
progresses, I look forward to hearing your input on proposed legislation.
 

Note:  Please forward this email to individuals interested in receiving updates from Representative
James Frank.  If you, or someone you know, would like to receive these updates, please email
District69.Frank@house.state.tx.us.   
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